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Ol'KRATIONS IN SOUTIIBASTRI’N VIRCI 
NORTH CAROLINA. 


May 1-June 12, 1884. 

P A It T IIP 


HKI v < >1 n*S ft >r < ‘mu| >m<jn I mm tho Ha pi < Inn 

Hivcri, Mnv V I uii«* a. 

( ;OUHKSl ‘ON i >KN( ft.-.. May I -Pa. 


MAY 4 8, 1884. Operations about New Berne, and in Alb 
N. C., including skirmishes on the Trent Road (4th ) ; and on 
of the Trent River (5th); Engagement with the Confeder; 
marie (5th) ; and Surrender of Union Outpost at Croatan (5 

H KPOK/iH 

N«», I. Mritf. luui* N. Palmar, U. S. Army, commanding I* 
< .tltrlum. 

N". V, <’»»!. H**my T. Siamu, Kifth Uhodo Inland ilra\\ Artillery, 
at rmat un. 

Xtt. 1. 

lit pnvt of f ha. hmis A. /Wmr/% l \ S. Jr/////, 

l Hsi rirf of NttHh CumliniL 

IlKAlH.tr AKTKUS PlNTItH’ToK NoKTII ( 1 A K 
Stir lU na\ Ad (*. , .1 
*4 Maj<>u : Siaer f last wroto \ <>u in ndVnmm In afP 
A < ’nroliiiii, \v»< have had stirring, hut rat her sat isfnrlory 
< >ij tlm rvt'uing of I hr Hh instant tin* i-irmy np)»* 

Tnmf r* fji* } toward Kinston, M»m** *s miles from harm 
'( - uur picket. Om* force tlsTr was u small regiment of 
^ two companies of infantry. These held t heir gr< mm 
^ whmi tin* i-irmy retired. The next morning a, ronsi 
£ appeared <ni tin' railroad on tin* south side of tlm Trei 
g- t r iiiiitr’i'ii's 1 m 1) :mnv n .ml flaws worn imi/aced Wit 
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la bo in the afternoon, when (he niif^my ceased lirin 
morning* a. flay of truce came in with one Major I to; 
verbally that ho had comr by direction of General 1 1< 
the surrenderor the place, as (hey had possession of tl 
the, railroad, &e. I directed ono of my aides-de~ram[ 
Read and bo say to him that his delicate jest was duly 
mu, hub that ho must leave in one-half hour, or wo s’ 
him. Ho loft immediately, and. 1 have heard not! 
shio.o. 

Thu forces on lho railroad botwuuu this place and P 
told by two deserters, consisted of three. brigades of I I 
Walker, all commanded by Walker, with, some fifty o 
artillery. 1 believe vary iitl-ln of what I hoar, and a, I 

formation, may bo correct I doubt i( -that is, 1 doubl 

largo a force. < )u.r artillory practice was excellent, a 
say Miadi quite a number, something moro than -IO, 4 \v 
day I am having the railroad repaired, the. telegraph 
&(*., a, ud before another day l 1 1 < > | >< ^ to havo our oomi 
Mo rod mad open. .1 stud. a. si.un.trmr to Mean fort in fin* 
bill. H ho lias just returned, and .1 learn from (then 
manding l.Jm »Sub-V)i strict of Beaufort, that ho is all 
that ho will bo ablo to hold out I. (irmly believe ay 
that may attaok him. 

Tim inclosed copy of a letter from Dapiain Smi 
nHieer, will explain. tlm operations against lho Vfc ru 
marie Sound. Liuutunant King, of tlm ICngiimers, 
nessed tlm engagement with tlm ra.ni, and I think it 
affair. The Bassncus ran into tlm rani with all tlm 
hut sbo could neither sink hor nor roll )mr ovor. A 
pletely through, the Massac us, penetrating lho boil 
.man, and scalding badly somo. iSothors. 

The torpedoes aro now in the mouth of tlm I lot 
notwithstanding (ho formidable nhnraotor of 11m ra 
from him horn. Thu rebel force that came lioro exj 
(iud (he Roanoke ram here. I am confident of In 
everything bony The greatest dinieull.y I 1 in vo 
is thu troubles arising from tlm I i mid persons, won 
and contrabands, who aro badly seared. Wo havo, 
laughed tlm most of tlmm out of (.heir fears. 

Yury respectfully, your obedient servant, 

t. N. 

Iiri< 

Maj. It. >S. Davis, 

A. A. (/., Ih'pL of I 'a. tnul N'. D., h'nrfn. s\v 

lliu’hwuin'. *} 

U. K. Stkamkr Ma'ita 

< >!] Uuanukf Hi tu 

Brig. (Inn. I. N. Paiaitcr, 

( 'ain imiudiiiij hand harem in harth Cam, 

(Iknrrar : 1 liiivt' In inform you Um.l. I 
iimrlo y«Ktui-<ln,y from ■I. KM.o 7.0(1' p. m. wifli nil m; 
llial. our <.*n'c)p|,H fo oiijil.uro Imr wen* nut. uKctulo'l \ 

'•' iScc ;tlw) report of Mm Scrmlary of the Navy for If' 






MAY 4-JUNE 2, 1864. — Operations on the south side of tl 

SUMMARY OR TI 3C1C iPiRIINCIIPA.Xj TTF 

May 4, 1864. — Advance of the Army of the James. 

5-11,1864. — Kautz’s raid against the Petersburg and 1 
eluding skirmishes at Birch Island Bridge 
(6th), Stony Creek Station (7th), and J 
White’s Bridge (8th). 

i 6- 7, 1864. — Engagement at Port Walthall Junction and 

I 1 7, 1864. — Capture of U. S. gun-boat Shawshecn at Tu 

9, 1864. — Engagement at Port Clifton. 

Skirmish at Ware Bottom Church. 

Skirmish at Brandon (or Brander’s) Bridge. 
Engagement at Swift Creek, or AiTovvheM * 

1 10, 1864. — Destruction of Confederate torpedo station, 

Action at Chester Station. 

.* 12-16, 1864. — Engagement at Proctor’s Creek and Drowr 

i; : . ' . ling)- 

; 12-17,1864. — Kautz’s raid against the Richmond and I 

\ eluding skirmish at Flat Creek Bridge 

■ j (14th). 

? ! 16, 1804. — Skirmish at Port Walthall Junction. 

1 . 17-June 2, 1864. — Operations on the Bermuda Hundn 

! ' 18, 1864. — Skirmish at Foster’s Plantation. 

Skirmish at City Point. 

20. 1864. — Skirmish at Ware Bottom Church. 

21.1864. — Skirmish at Fort Powhatan. 

RK^PORTS, TT/TC4 

THE UNION' ARMY. 

No. 1. — Map Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, U. S. Army, com 
of Virginia and North Carolina, of operations Ma, 
No. 2. — Return of Casualties in the Union Force** commam 
i jamin F. Butler, U. S. Army, May 5-81 . 

* Nominal list shows that 8 officers and 49 enlisted men we 
: 1* Of some of the minor conflicts noted in this summary no 

; are on Hie ; all such are designated in the Index. 

:|:See also references to these operations in Grant’s reporl 
of naval co-operation see Annual Report of the Secretary of ■ 
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"«?;*• i’ . * «>unp;. r ii i n ,\ew m>vu Heavy Artillery, Actinp; Ni?*;nn 1 
t Ulicer, ineludine opera! inna May t) June V 7, 

Ma|. (Ini. N'uiui) A. Fillmore, \ K S. Arms, command mp; Tenth Army 

< ’m|'I* , m{ MjH j.itiMH;. May I 

hi-.*, tnij. A Urn l U. , 1*. X. Arms . commandin''; Kind Division, of 

opt tahnir- Mas l\» JO. 

'nl. J e « -J 1 1 i;i D. Howell, Kirjds liltli I’cmr.yh auia Infantry, oommandmp; 
Fii t i It wade, uf M|n'raht»ii Ma \ 0 in. 

dpi. 1 *i * i'm\ A. Maker, Thirty ninth Illinois Infantry, H' operation:; May 
I t Hi. 

‘apt . Jeilicrt I*. HurJir Kiv.hly tilth I’eima Ivania Infantry, of operation!! 
Mas in. 

*“1. .hi .i ph U. H.iu lev, Se\enth t ’unnectieui Infantry, commanding See- 
Mud Ihirude, ..I Mpnatinn Mas U Jimc\\ 

‘‘•I, (N dlield I Mir v « e, Si \ t Ii i 'mi Hect idil I id a n( r\ , m{’ o[ » cra I ions May 0 10, 
.ii nl 1 *m 1. Miiim-I t luidman, Se\en(li i ’uimeet ieui Infantry, of nper- 
at imji Ma s 0 II. 

Maj. i diver N. Sanford, Seventh Fonnrcticut Infantry, of operations May 
W and 10. 

apt . Tin » »di »i«* Macoii, Se\ enlh t Wmierl irul Infantry , of (>pcral ions June 
I 

a*ut. t‘"l. Jonah !. Mlimptoii, Third New Hainp iliirc Infantry, of oper 
at it in. M.i\ 0 June °, 

a« ut. » *nl. Thnina » I lender .mii, Nos enth New Hampshire Infantry, of 

Mpri ill ion , Mas P In, 

»*!, Ji » ,'} Ji ( AM»m(| , Seventh Ww Hampshire Infant n, of operations 
Mas 1“ 10. 

“J, I I.tni , M I ‘In ted, Kies tii th Maim* Infant ry , cum i na m I i up, Thin I Mri 
■ adr, » »l opt i at at ; Mas i lit. 

mI. « I i *1 1 1 1 h. ( )|i >. Tenth ‘ 'unin'cl irul Infantry , of o|»eraliuns May 1M 10, 
.a tit. Wm Itttt l\ SpMtford, Klevmtth Maine Infantry, of operations 
Mas M Mh 

mI. f ‘ian* i : \ . * i Jm . ni, Tss eld v fourth Massaelmsrll.; Infantry, of uper 
at ant Ma s 1 Hi. 

‘mI. drarp 1 M. Dandy, Hue hundredth New York Infantry, of operations 
Mas 7 and June I 

’apt. Frank t \ Mnm* I,, * die hnndredt h New York Infantry , of operations 
Mas I t. 

’apt. Mired I*. hock well, Kir ! t’omjeetirul Mattery, of opera! ions May 
0 In 

'apt . Zeiia-» t *. VVaiit u, Filth NVw domes Itatten , of operations May 10. 
‘apt. I.mmho- K. Kamuhtn, liatfery M, Kir.-. I F. S, Artillery , of oprmtioOM 
May a Hi. 
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No. 32.— Brig*. Gen. Jolm W. Turner, U. S. Army, commanding Set 
operations May 12-10. 

No. 33. — Brig. Gen. John W. Turner, U. S. Army, of operations < 
gadc May 1M0. 

No. 34.— Col. Samuel M. Alford, Third Now York Infantry, co 
Brigade, of operations May 9-10. 

No. 35. — Col. Guy V. Henry, Fortieth Massachusetts Infantry, of 
12-16. 

No. 36.— Col. Harrison S. Fairchild, Eighty-ninth New York Infant 
May 9. 

No. 37.— Col. N. Martin Curtis, One hundred and forty-second h 
try, of operations May 13-16. 

No. 38. — Col. William B. Barton, Forty-eighth. New York Infant 
Second Brigade, of operations May 7-15. 

No. 39.— Lieut. Jolm H. George, Fourth New Jersey Battery, of oj 

No. 40.— Col. Richard White, Fifty-fifth Pennsylvania Tnf'an try , < *< 
Brigade, Third Division, of operations May 9-10. 

No. 41.— Lieut. Col. Henry Boynton, Eighth Maine Infantry, <> 
9-10. 

No. 42. — Col. Jeremiah C. Drake, One hundred and twelfth Nev 
commanding Second Brigade, of operations May 6-16. 

No. 43. — Col. Cyrus J. Dobbs, Thirteenth Indiana Inlantry, of oj 

No. 44, — Capt. William H. Cliaddoek, One hundred and twelfth 
try, of operations May 4-1 G. 

No. 45. — Maj, Gen. William F. Smith, IT. S. Army, commanding 
Corps, of operations May 12-16. 

No. 46.— Surg. George. Suekley, U. S. Army, Medical Director, o 
6-16. 


No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 


47. — Capt. Preston C. F. West, Aide-do-Oamp, of opera tions 

48. — Lieut. Campbell Tucker, Aide-de.-Ca.mp, of operations lY 

49. — James A. Scrymser, Volunteer Aide-do-Camp, of opera!. 

50. — Brig. Gen. William T, II. Brooks, U. S. Army, command 

of operations May 7-16. 

51. — Col. Frederick F. Wead, Ninety-eighth Now York In fan 

First Brigade, of operations May 12-10. 

52. Brig. Gen. Hiram Burnham, IT. S. Army, commanding 

of operations May 7-16. 

o3. Lieut. Col. Martin B. Smith, Eight!) ( loimcr.tioul In fan 
May 7-16. 

54, -Col. Aaron F. Stevens, Thirteenth New Hampshire Infm 

May 7-16. 

55. -Cob Horace T. Sanders, Nineteenth Wisconsin infan 

Third Brigade, of operations May (2-16. 

50,-Col. ArthurH. Dutton, Tminty-lirut ( .'onneotiout In (Hi 
Third Brigade, of operations May Hi. 

57. — Lieut. Col. Thomas F. Burpee. Tu'enty-lirst < lomioetiei 

erations May 15-10. 

58. -Maj.Hham B. Crosby, Twenty-first Connecticut hdV 

May 25-26. 

59. — Maj. Theodore II. Schenck, Third New York Light A rlil 

Artillery Brigade, of operations May 6-10. 

60. Capt.^ Geoige L. Easterly, Fourth Wisconsin Battery, < 
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No. f>1 . — Brig. (Ten. Godfrey Woitzel, 11. S. Army, commanding Second Division, of 
open it ions May 13-1 6. 

No. 02. —Brig. Gen. dairies A. Heckman, XJ. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, 
of operations May (5—7- 

No. 63. — Col. Josiah Pickett, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry, of operations 
May 9-10. 

No. 64. — Lieut. Col. Orson Moulton, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry, of oper- 
ations May G-1G. 

No. 65. — Lieut. William Daley, Twenty -fifth Massachusetts Infantry, of operations 
May 14-15. 

No. GO. — Lieut. James O’Neill, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry, of operations 
May 15-16. 

No. 67. — Ca.pt. Henry C. Dwight, Twenty -seventh Massachusetts Infantry, of oper- 
ations May 15-16. 

No. 68. — Capt. Peter S. Bailey, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Infantry, of oper- 
ations May 15-16. 

No. GO. — Lieut. Col. James Stewart, jr., Ninth New Jersey Infantry, of operations 
May 15-16. 

No. 70. — Col. Griffin A. Steilman, jr., Eleventh Connecticut Infantry, Second Bri- 
gade, of operations May 12-16. 

No. 71. — Capt. George E. Ashby, Battery E, Third New York Light Artillery, of 
operations May 12-16. 

No. 72. — Brig. Gen. Edward W. Hinks,U. S. Army, commanding Third Division, 
of operations May 5-18. 

No. 73. — Col. Joseph B. Kiddoo, Twenty-second U. 8. Colored Infantry, First Bri- 
gade, of operations May 21. 

No. 74. — Col. Samuel A. Duncan, Fourth U. 8. Colored Infantry, commanding Sec- 
ond Brigade, of operations May 18. 

No. 75. — Col. Benjamin F. Onderdonk, First New York Mounted Rifles (unattached, 
troops), of operations May 7-19. 

No. 76. — Brig. Gon. August Y. Kautz, U.S. Army, commanding Cavalry Division, 
of operations May 5-17. 

No. 77. — Col. 8imon IT. Mix, Third New York Cavalry, commanding First Brigade, 
of operations May 5-10. 

No. 78. — Ma,j. Ferris Jacobs, jr., Third New York Cavalry, commanding First Bri- 
gade, of operations May 12-17. 

No. 79. — Ma. j. J. Stanuard Baker, First District of Columbia Cavalry, of operations 
May 5-17. 

No. 80. — Maj. Ferris Jacobs, jr., Third New York Cavalry, of operations May 
5-10. 

No. 81.-— Maj. Newton ITall, Third New York Cavalry, of operations May 12-17. 

No. 82. — Col. Samuel P. Spear, Eleventh Pennsylvania, Cavalry, commanding Sec- 
ond Brigade, of operations May 5-17. 

No. S3.— Lieut. Col. Christopher ICleinz, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, of operations 
May 8. 

No. 84.— Lieut. Col. George S totzel. Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, of operations’ 
May 5-17. 

No. 85.— Col. Henry L. Abbot, First Connecticut Heavy Artillery, commanding 
Siege Train and Siege Artillery, of operations May 10-June 4. 

No. 86.— Capt. William G. Pride, First Connecticut Heavy Artillery, of operations 
June 2. 

No. 87.— Col. George W. Cole, Second U. S. Colored Cavalry (unattached), of oper- 
ations May 13-15. 
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Til E CONFKDERA TV A fi M A r . 

N o. 88. — General O. T. lkwroj,wd, (J. S. Army, ooimtmmlitiK ni>i»nrttm-n(, <>r N..rih 
Qu-oliua ami , Southern Virginia, of operations May Hi .1 mm 3. 

No 89. — Ma.j. Gen. Daniel II. Hill, C. S. Army, of openitioi.H May Hi. 

No. 90.— Maj. Gen. Robert Ransom, jr.,C. S. Army.eommnmlmg Dopnrtmrnl ol 
Richmond, of operations May l(i. 

No. 91.— Brig. Gen. Seth M. Barton, 0. S. Army, commanding brigade, < if opera I i. ms 
May 10. 

No. 93.— Col. George K. Griggs, Thirty-eighth Virginia Infantry, of operaiions M;i\ 
8-37. 

No, 93.— Maj. Gen. Robert F. Hoke, O.S. Army, commanding; division, of opera I ions 
May 16. 

No. 04. — Lieut. Col. Georgy C. Cabell, Eighteenth Virginia Infant ry, < Wars brigade, 
of operations May 16. 

No. 05. — Brig. Gen. Buslirod R. Johnson, C. ft. Army, commanding brigade, of nper- 
ations May 6-11. 

No. 96.— Col. John ft. Fulton, Forty-fourth Tennessee infantry, commanding John- 
son's brigade, of operations May 7. 

No. 07.— Col. R.H.Keeble, Twenty-tbinl Tennessee Inlaid ry, commanding Seven- 
teenth and Twenty-third Tennessee infantry, of operations May ■( Hi. 

No. 08.— Capt. William N. James, command in# Twenty-fifth and Forty -four! h Ton 
nessee Infantry, of operations May 10. 

No. 90.— Col. Abraham Fulkerson, Sixty-third Tennessee infantry, of opera t ions 
May 0. 

No. 100. — Brig. Gen. Johnson Haloed, O.S. Army, commanding brigade, of nper 
ations May 0-16. 

No. 101. —Col. Robert F. G ral an n , Twenty- d rst Sou lb Caro I i n a I n la n I ry ,< i f npe ra t i u ns 
May 6. 

No. 102. — Maj. Gen. William If. G. Whiting, C. ft. Army, commanding division, uf 
operations May 16-17. 

No. 108. — Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise, C. S. Army, eom main ling’ brigade, of casual I i** ; 
May 16-20. 

No. 104. — Capt. George D. Wise, Assistant Inspector-General, of operations June V. 

No. 105. — Col. William B.Tabb, Fifty-ninth Virginia. Infantry, of operation:! Mav s. 

No. 106.— Brig. Gen. James G. Mart, in, ( !.S. Army, nun maud ingbriga do, of casualties 
May 20. 

No. 107. — Maj. Alexander W. Stark, Shirk’s Battalion Virginia Artillery, of the 
capture of the. U. ft. gun-boat Sbawsheen at Turkey island, Mas ‘I. 

No. 108.— Brig. Gen. Stephen Elliott, jr., t l.H.Army, commanding brigade, of opor 
ations June. 2. 

No. 109.— Capt. W.L.Treuholm, Seventh South Carolina Cavalry, of opera (ion : Mav 
15-16. 

No. 110.— Lieut, Col. Wyatt M. Elliott, Twenty-tiftli Virginia Maltalinu, iiiminiA 
brigade, oi tiie capture ol the U, ft. gun- boat Sbawsheen a! Turing 
Island. 

No. 1. 

Reports of Maj. Gen. Benjamin ]<\ Haller. IK K Aran/. rnmunnuD 
trig Department of Vmjmia and Norllr Carolina, of n,„ rations 
May 4-20. ' 

HRAlHyUApTKitS IN Til K If | ELI*. 

Near Hrrumda Ijtmdiny , Mmf o, Istif. 

( kneel yeti I 2 fiuuij, pi{ \\, ) 
tij) in a, few words. With !,>o 
‘ Peninsula, forced (he Chirka- j 


Onr opera; lions may bo summed 
cavalry we have advanced up M 



€ *f Ml’. Xl.VlIl.J 


sor'ni snvK ok tiik .1 amiss. 


n 


hominy, and have salely brought them to ou r present position. 

1 hese wi'jv colored cavalry, and arc now holdim;* our ad vatirr pick- 
toward Richmond* ( icneral Kant'/, with J, 0 (io cavalry From Suf- 
I * • 1 lx , « » 1 1 the same day with our niovomriii up Jjunos River, Forced 
the 1 dark water, honied Hu* railroad bridge at Stony (I reek, he low 
Petersburg, eullimc in two 1 Sean regard's Force at that point, and is 
now operat ing against ilicksfurd and Weldon. We have landed here, 
int reached ourselves, destroyed many miles of railroad, .and ^ot a 
position which* with proper supplies* we can hold out against the 
whole n| Lees army. I have ordered up the supplies. Beaure- 
gard, with a iare;e portion of his euumuiud, was left, south by the 
cuitine; oi the railroads by Kant./,. 'That portion which reached 
Petersburg under Hill I have whipped to-day, killing; ami wounding 
many, and takin.ii many prisoners* after a- severe anil well-contested 
iUcht. (ieneral (Iraut will not la* troubled with any furl. her re-ou- 
foivemeuts to Lee from Beauregard’s foree. 

JBKN,I. K BUTLLR, 

Mujur-UcucraL 


Hon. K. M. Stanton, 

St t't't {n nj nf I Par. 


In two Hikij), nio.au (-hiostiou Station, Va m 
Mnjf pi, I si# 1 p. m. (Via Port Monroe,) 

(Received IPX) a. m., l.tih.) 

I am now pressing the enemy near Pori. Darling* I have be IV ire 
me all t he t roups from Nort h ( ‘amlimt and Sout h ( -amlina t hat Ln«vo 
I'ol up. Beauree.ard a courier, cap} ured this nn irn in^^oin^' to (Jcn- 
eral Hoke, in command of IhvwryV; BlulV, had dispatch that .Beau- 
regard would join him as soon as the rest of his troops came up, I. 
Iiu \ e left Ueueral (lilhuore to holdout’ int ■renehments while (jen- 
erai Smith demonstrates upon Drewryand the enemy's lines. While 
1 his demons! rat ion is jjuiiuv <m I have sent ( tenoral Kant.'/ with his 
cavaln force to cut flu* Han vide railroad near A ppc unattox Station, 
and perhaps be can advance on James River, Will do all I can, but. 
the I'liimi ry is a terrible mu' to operate in. Please communicate this 
to (ieneral (irant. lie will see at mice where we are. 

15. P. 1 51 IT LK It, 

Majur-t it in rut, ( 'nntvuiml ituj* 

Hon, K. M, Stanton, 

St rn hi r if i>f 11 <i r. 


( imnmuai# llt'TM-nFs 1 Fka ik^uautuuk, 

Mttif IT, ISJt. (Received HJ 1 U p. m.) 

On Thursday, May IV, as stated* in my last dispatch, I sent- out Hen- 
era I K ant /, wit li orders lo mil the Duuvi lie road, < horou^h ly destroy the 
ir**n hridar acro:.». the A ppomatiox, and then, if possible, to cut the 
canal mi fin’ Janie.; the unh remaining line of transportation to 
Richmond and t hence f o cross tin 1 Appomattox and cut the Weldon 
railroad at ! I irk. dot’d, so as to imprison the I rausportation between 
J 1 u J* . .fiird and Stony ('reek, where it was obliged to he mussed be- 
came uF the former cutting at the latter place. To prevent. Ivautz 
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being interrupted or followed until at leust he way well advanced, 
and to concentrate tlio troops on tins command, that worn marching 
round from Petersburg, so that they should not iv-niifoird Lee, I 
marched my whole column, leaving a force of observation upon the 
enemy at Petersburg, and made demonstration upon the intrenched 
lines of the enemy around Drewry’s Bluff, and remained before them 
until I learned from the Richmond press that General Xante had cut 
the railroad at Coalfield and had. safely arrived at the bridge over 
the Appomattox. Meanwhile we had assaulted and carried 1 lie first 
line of the enemy’s works which extends from Pro wry's Bluff over 
the railroad and around to Manchester. On Monday morning 
about sunrise the enemy, having received, re-enforcements which 
made them then equal to my command, taking advantage of a. very 
thick fog, made an attack upon the right of General Smith's line, 
and forced it back in some confusion and with considerable loss. As 
soon as the fog lifted General Smith's lines wore established, and 
the enemy was driven back to Iris original, lines. Tim troops having 
been on incessant duty for five days, threo of which were in a. raiin 
storm, I retired at leisure within my own linos. At the same time 
with the attack upon my front the enemy made an attack upon the 
forces guarding my rear from Petersburg, in an endeavor to get pos- 
session of my intrenched lines. Tlio attack was handsomely repulsed. 
We. hold the railroad between Petersburg and Richmond. Prison- 
ers inform us that Davis and Bragg were present in person 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War . 


Major - ( 1 ( ‘v eri t /, (Urnivit i) id ivy. 


Headquarters in the Field, May is, isci. 

(Via Fort Monroe, lnth.) 

~ _ __ J (llav.oivoxl '?.;>!) n, m.) 

General Katitz retiirned last night to Oily Point, will. I, is com- 
mand. He cut tlio 'Danville railroad a,l Coalfield Station, IW- 
hatan, and Chula Stations, burning dejiol, water-tanks, and two 
freight trams and a locomotive, with large quantity of commissary 
and other stores; then, crossing bolow, out llio ‘iVlorsImr"' -mil 
Lynchburg Railroad at Wilson’s, Wollvilln, and blanks and VVhV s 
Stations, destroying switches, tanks, stationdmusos, and (,1m (rack 

’* tlien *.c«»KHing tlio .Petersburg and Weldon 
load at Jan alts Station, again burned tlio water-lank, newly In.ilt 

C i1 tU1K ’ t ? 1 L U l ,tJl ° tviW ‘ ;k !U " 1 destroyed the rails 
soiii 0 ot which had been rehnd, although much twisted' by the (ire. ’ 
altogether a most successful expedition. The enemy are now mov 
ing down from Richmond in large force to cover (I'm turnpike and 
tailioad opposite my position, so as to repair it. We have c,ap( itrod 

BRtalioif ° U8Str0et 8 1U0U tlU<1 tJ '° <JUil, ' 1,!Hl ' UM (Hotith Carolina) City 
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Return of Casualties in the Union forces , cfcc.— Continued. 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured or 
missing. 

6 

to 

$L> 

s> 

to 

< 

i 

<v 

CJ 

1 

d 

O) 

3 

5 

<D 

O 

6 
o 

d 

3 

B 

<v 

a 

SB 

o 

d 

a> 

£ 

Artillery . 

Connecticut Light, 1st Battery 


1 

1 

14 

32 

1 



10 

12 

3 

New Jersey Light.,* 5th Battery 






i 

1 



Total artillery 



o 

2 

27 



31 

Total First Division 




14 

134 

43 

937 

r 

! 307 j 1,442 

SECOND DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. John. W. Turner. 

First Brigade. 

Col. Samuel M. Alford. 

40th Massachusetts 


13 

3 

4 

o 

58 
53 

G 

59 
73 

i 

1 

21 

8 

97 

GO 

G 

89 

119 

3d New York 


80th New York 



117th New York 

1 

19 

19 

3 

5 

i 

6 

22 

142d New York 

Total First Brigade 



1 

54 j 

14 

249 

2 

57 

377 

Second Brigade. 

Col. William B. Barton. 

47th New York 

0 

1 

1 

4 

14 1 
6 

14 

I 

0 

4 

1 

33 

9G 

80 

119 


20 

fit 

118 

100 

144 

48tli New York 


115th New York 


7 

10 

70th Pennsylvania 

...... 


Total Second Brigade 



4 

38 

7 

334 


37 1 420 

Artillei-y. 

New Jersey Light, 4th Battery 



1 

1 

n 



! 

1 

1 11 

1st United States, Battery B .* 




1st United States, Battery D 

. 





| 1 

Total artillery 






i 


1 

1 

9 



! 11 

Total Second Division 




5 

93 

22 

592 

2 

94 

808 

THIRD DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Adelbert Ames. 

First Brigade. 

Col. Richard White.+ 

Col. Louis Bell. 

Col. Henry R. Guss.t 

8th Maine 

, 

1C. 

7 

21 

28 

7 

4 

8 

9 

143 

80 

147 

177 

o 

30 

85 

159 

22 

198 

182 

341 

237 

4th New Hampshire 


55th Pennsylvania 

1 

1 

5 

97tli Pennsylvania 

Total First Brigade 


2 

72 

28 

553 

7 

290 

958 

Second Brigade. 

Col. Jeremiah C. Drake. 

13th Indiana. . 

1 

10 

14 
8 

15 

6 

5 

3 

1 

87 

80 

25 

78 

1 

58 

7 

3 

24 

172 

112 

85 

119 

9th Maine 

312th New York 


1 

109th New York 

1 

Total Second Brigade 


o 

51 

15 

270 

o 

92 

438 


* Transferred from Third Division May 21. 
| Captured May lG. 

Assumed command May 18, 
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OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. 


[C'iui\ XJA’III. 




Return of Casualties in the Union forces , etc*. — Continued. 


Commaml. 


Artillery Brigade. 

Maj. THEODORE H. SCIIENCK. 


Wisconsin Light, -itli Battery. 
•1th United States, Battery L . 
uth United States, Battery A.. 


Killed. 


Total Artillery Brigade 

Total First Division 

SECOND DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weft/, el. 
Brig. Gen. John H. Mart in dale.* 

First Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Charles A. Heckman.! 
Brig. Gen. George J. Stannard. 


Wounded. 


!)7 


Staff 

33d Massaeli usetfs 
35th Massachusetts. 
37th Massachusetts. 
( Jth New Jersey 


Total First Brigade 

Second Brigade . 

Col. Griffin A.Stedman, Jr. 
Brig. Gen. Isaac J. Wistar.:): 
Col. Griffin A.Stedman, Jr.§ 


nth Connecticut 

~d New Hampshire . . 
13t.h New Hampshire.. 
Mtfth New York 


Total Secoiul Brigade * 

Artillery Brigade. 

Capt. Frederick M. Follktt. 

New York Light, 7tli Battery 

3d New York Light, Battery E 

1st Rhode Island Light, Battery F 
4th United States, Battery D ‘ * 

Total Artillery Brigade 

Total Second Division 


Captured or 
missing. 


I 


third division. 

Brig. Gen. Edward W. IIinks. 

First Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Edward A. Wild. 

Staff... 

1st U. S. Colored Troops 

10th U. S. Colored Troops 

22<l U. S. Colored Troops ] 


37'th U. S. Colored Troops . 
Total First Brigade . 


* Assumed command May go. 
T Captured May 10. 

Assumed command May 7. 
£ Resumed command May Iti. 
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OPERATIONS IN fctffi. VA. AND N. C. 


LCiup. XL VIII. 


Return of Casualties in the Union forces, ci'c.- 

—Continued. 


Command. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured or 
missing. 

Aggregate. j 

Officers. 

d 

<v 

Officers. 

a 

<u 

r*5 

Officers. 

5 

UNATTACHED CAVALRY. 










u 


a 



i- 


1 

o 

1 




8 








Total unattached cavalry 

1 

4 

1 

r- 



— 









PONTONIERS. 








Capt. John Pickering, Jr. 








Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, 13th Company. . . . 








Total Army of the James 

j af 

nw 

iri” 

pii’nw' 

:» 

i , r> io 

r>Vnr>s 


OFFICERS KILLED OR MORTALLY WO UNDER. 
CONNECTICUT. 


Lieut. George Metcalf, 1st Battery. 
Capt. Horatio D. Eaton, 6th Infantry. 
Capt. Jay P. Wilcox, (itli Infantry. 
Lieut. William T. Bradley, Oth Infantry. 
Lieut. Frank Hull, 7th Infantry. 


district oi 


Lieut. Charles A.. Wood, 7th Infantry. 
Capt. John McCall, Nth Infantry. 

I Jen l. Levi O. Bingham, K|,h In inn try. 
Lieut. Alfred M. Goddard, ttth Infantry 
1 Col. Arthur II. Dutton, 21st Infantry. 

' COLUMBIA. 


Lieut. Henry W. Jackson, 1st Cavalry. 

ILLINOIS. 

Capt. James Wiglitman, 39th Infantry. | Lieut. Joseph IX Walker, 39th Infantry. 

INDIANA. 

Lieut. Alfred Dawdy, 13th Infantry. 

MAINE. 

Lieut. William Brannan, lltli Infantry. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 


Lieut. Col. John G. Chambers, 23d In- 
fantry. 

Lieut. Richard P. Wheeler, 23d In- 
fantry. 

Lieut. Edgar Clough, 24th Infantry. 


Capt. James H. Platt, 2d Infantry. 
Capt. Henry C. Ayer, 3d Infantry. 
Capt. Richard Ela, 3d Infantry. 


Col. Abram Zabriskie, Oth Infantry. 
Capt. Edwin S. Harris, Oth Infantry. 


Lieut. Mason A. Rea, 24th Infantry. 
Lieut. Charles (I. Ward, 24th Infantry. 
Lieut. Charles E. Upton, 25111 Infantry. 
Capt. Charles D. Sanford, 27th Infantry. 
Lieut. Pliny Wood, 27th Infantry. 


Lieut. Eugene J. Button, 3d Infantry. 
Ma;j. Charles W. Sawyer, 4th Infantry. 
Lieut. John A. Eaton, 10th Infantry. 


Capt. Joseph B. Lawrence, Oth Infantry. 
Lieut. Edward S. Carrell, Oth Infantry. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


NEW JERSEY. 



ftiAP. M-VIII.1 


suimi siim. 


I' 1 'HIM *1 A M MS. 
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Urfuni of < 'itaihtltifs in the Fniou For r.s, AY. — Continued. 
nkw vo ItK, 


I ,jent , John Max e-; t '.Id Cavalry. 

1 amil . t i I * L. Srhlomidi >rll\ litil In- 
la ut r\ . 

t .11 'ii t . John A. Smith, 17 th Infantry. 

( ‘apt . Samuel IIAiiwr, isih Infantry, 
(apt. Walter 11 . Lmiediet, With hifan 
t r\ . 

Limit. Whmt I**. 1 *1 »t * 1 1 1 )S| |i Inl'aniry. 
Lieut. .lame* H. French, Inuth lnl’anlrv. 
Limit. A /.nr 11 . 11 < • \ t , lunth Infantry. 


Lieut. Col. Klial I'\ t ‘arpenter, 1 1 Mill In- 
Ian try. 

(’apt. Course W. Hrij;*ham, 1 1 7 th in- 
fantry. 

I amt. William C. Casselmnn, 1 17 th In- 
fant r\\ 

('apt. John S. Stoma II Nth Infantry. 

I limit. William I ! . Stevenson, 1 1 tSt.li in 
fan try. 

I .i«Mi 1 . Kd^ar M. Wine-, ( lath Infantry. 

Limit. Waitin' S. Ilirdsall, HitMli Infantry. 


onto. 

t ‘apt . ( H*orj*r Kmrr .nn, tilth Infantry. 1 Limit . John C. Coehnitto, tVVth Infantry. 
Limit. (inoryr M. Uallanl, tiilli Infantry. I Limit, Henry M. Wallick, (nth Infantry. 


PKNNSVI.V AM A. 


Lient. Laniet 1 1 . Sohriver. 1 1 1 h < 'avalry. 
Lieut. John 11 . I‘.arnhart , hot h Infaiitn. 
(apt. Jacob,!. Vmiiis*, j lit h Infantry. 


Limit. Isaac Fawkes, 117 th Infantry. 

< ‘apt. llirnm*K.. Shinkel, IHNi.h Infantry 


\ . s. oonouKP Tin »ops. 


Limit. Thomas U. Mains, \?d Cavalry. 


No. 


Jit turn nf ( 'nxiniU if in /In Union l ft urcrn, row nntinlnf hi/ Mnj. Urn. 
lUnjninin b\ Unfit i\ U. S. Arnij/^ Jtuir 1 11 , 

1 1 ’i ■mj’U*' 1 1 h em in miliotl iMsnl' rasimll Uvi, roturim, Am. 1 




Killnl. 


Wuiimti'il. 
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17 
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•t 


* Limit. ( ‘»»l. Winslow C.SjiolVnnL I till Maine, mortally wounded Juno 2 , ami Limit. 

Albert \v. Fellows, ;i‘l(h Illinois, killed Juno 2 . 
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OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C 


No. 4. 

Report of Capt. Lemuel B. Norton , U. 8. Army, Ch 
Department of Virginia and North Carolina, inc 
April 19- June 14. 

Hdqrs. Dept. Virginia and North Cai 
Office of the Chief Signa 

Se 

Major : I have the honor to submit the l'ollo'v 
operations of the signal detachment in this dep; 
19th of April to the 3 1st of August, 1864, includi: 
campaign on the James River : 

On the 1 9th of April, in obedience to Special Ord 
graph 51, War Department, Adjutant-General’s Off 
I assumed command of this detachment as chief s 
department. Upon reporting to the chief of staf 
that active operations would soon be commenced, 
once prepare my corps for important service. ( 
work then being performed by the detachment 
eight signal stations wire in operation in the Distr: 
lina and six in the District of Virginia. Those of i 
general commanding our forces at New Berne coi 
all parts of his picket-line and with three forts de: 
Whenever the enemy threatened or attacked our li 
of New Berne the signal communication establish! 
of the utmost importance, enabling the commandi: 
ily concentrate his forces at the point of attack, a: 
the line defensible by a less number of men than i 
have required. Four of the stations in the Distric 
stituted a line of signals which connected the left 
intrenchments south and west of Portsmouth wit] 
of Brigadier-General Heckman, who commanded 
case of an assault the signal communication thus 
have materially assisted in the defense. There wi 
Yorktown and one at Gloucester Point commuii: 
other, and by means of which during an attack * 
the fire of the batteries located at the other could 1 
against the enemy. The same two stations wei 
ployed each day in the transmission of official di 
larly after the concentration of the Eighteenth 
Yorktown and the Tenth at Gloucester Point. In 
tachment might be rendered in the highest degree 5 
the anticipated active campaign, more officers, sig 
and equipments, transportation, clothing, camp ; 
page, and quartermaster’s stores were needed and 
cers (second lieutenants) were procured from regin 
ance of ^ Circular Orders of April 21, 1864, lieadqu? 
of Virginia and North Carolina, and placed unc 
signal duty. Two signal officers, who had been on 
were directed to renort to me lone bv the mm mar 



Hints’ signal officer immediately occupied the ent 
from there opened communication with general 
board the Greyhound and with other boats as th 
After the capture of City Point we then ascended 
mile to Bermuda Hundred, which was occupied 
the remainder of the Eighteenth Corps. During t 
5th general headquarters remained on the Greyl 
communication was had with the troops on shore, 
and the different headquarters still on boats in the 
' Early on the morning of May 6 an officer was i 
old rebel signal station at Bermuda, and commui 
once from it to General Hinks' headquarters at 
advance of the forces under Maj. Gen. W. F. Smii 
Port Walthall, his signal officer occupied a rebel 
Hill* which was abandoned on our approach, and 
communication with City Point, and through th 
eral headquarters on board the Greyhound. On i 
signal officer at Wilson's Wharf accompanied a d 
First U. S. Colored Troops, which captured the re 
party and equipments at Sandy Point, on the Ja 
enemy's signalist made an armed defense, and the s 
and 3* of his men were killed before the surrender 
record of all the dispatches and reports sent and 
that, rebel station was captured and forwarded to 
general. It was noticed that while our fleet was a 
on the 5tli of May the enemy's stations on both si 
engaged in reporting our movements until the ve 
capture of the City Point station, when their line 1 
severed. The Sandy Point station alluded to abov 
thus cut off from the terminus, and it would nevi 
tured had not the sergeant in charge placed a too li 
upon his orders, which were to remain at his post 
by the Y ankees. " Signal communication was kepi 
between the flag-ship of Admiral Lee and gene 
On the 7th an officer was sent to Turkey Bend 
rary intermediate station between the flag-ship M; 
moved up the James to Curl's Heck and generr 
the Greyhound. Through this line Admiral L( 
official report (to the Navy Department and to the , 
ing) of the loss of the gun-boats Shawsheen and ( 
the former having been destroyed by a rebel batte 
by a rebel torpedo. On the same day, the Tenth . 
ing taken a position with its right resting on 
opposite Farrar's Island, a station of observation 
the Curtis house, near that point, and an office 
watch the rebel signal stations on the north bank of 
Drewry's and Ball's Bluffs batteries. His observat 
to Major-General Gillmore. On May 8, the army 
gone up the Appomattox River to protect the 
communication was opened between the flag-shi] 
ham and the Cobb’s Hill station, near General Sn 
Butler’s headquarters, which latter was moved int 
afternoon of this day. On the 9th a reconnais 
ward Petersburg was made by Hinks' division fro 
communication by signals was kept up between tl 
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. : '' ' * 1 xs ;1> * rn!U His Ht ter slat inn i luil I In* enemy's 

: 1 1 ' h ‘ 5am rs were discovered and reported, and soinn 

* i! ” ’'-an- h'jial disjiahdms intercepted.* 

! ’ ■' : ’’ ■* 1,1 major, very resport fully , your obedient 

\, n. Norton, 

f 'F* "*"1 f'dnj Snjmi! Offir* t\ Ihnl.of In. and \\ ( 1 
• 1* 1 .. P \ V I .. 

^ * 1 1 ’ n- * fl a. , / ///. i i/ \ ii. (inti A . ( \ 


No. a. 

J ' ' r , ' ,r . * '"•'dorux S, Ihnnt , Sitjna! (*nrps\ (\ S. Amu/, hi- 
-‘ hit* i t*fh nthnffs Aj»ril 1,' Ann* pi. 

ifmmN, Sio\ \i. I >KTA< ‘MMKNT, TfATU A KM V (’OKI'S, 

//' //n b'itltl, In., tliuit I, IS(M. 

^ L-or the I o *n. »r to aid uni! tin* following report of 
Jr, ‘m P 1 ' Pmrot Inaxiin; Urn 1 >r part nirnt of the South 

Mi;, d, | • 

\}*ril, P-nt, I embarked on I In* sloiimcr Northern 
M d ami-, f * SjHuaal Ordor No. hrad<j uarters Peparl- 

1 ; ’’ -n^'mu paniod b\ IPrst 1 drills. Wilson Bruyn and 

I’ * ! '* * and Second Ideiifs. ( ‘buries Wrihi, Fred. •). Anis- 

^ ^ 1 '■‘■na-u o-.ear B. Ireland, Nathan B. Roberts, Signal 

■ 1 ^ Anns, and Sn'iiml I dent. Frank F. Morrill, uetiui** 
1 1 J * : * ■ 3 • > • ■ * >*'» an -n. A rrived at < < h wrest rr Point, i’n., when' 

A pn! VM Aii oilimr was immediately stationed a.t. 

■ ^ n»-ad' juari*T: , l # % * it K to com in n n irat e with Ueneral 

! t no it it j i i.i, rt i*r. • at \ » *rk t » »u u . 1 n ohed ienrr ( n orders rrcri vet I 

m 'aS' ju;u't>T'. 1 opart i u * • i i f oj \ ir;;duia and North ( Carolina, I 
o . F, B. N * *r» on , rji i«d sin.ital otlii'rr, Unpar! imuit of 
; ’ a. a n »! N . >n h t a ro| j na , • »ii t In • J t h o| April. Soon a ft nr rcarh- 

5 A 1 3 1 ' ’ * f r 1 * * '■ i j i I ! niadr ivijuiiition for t in* nniTssarv supplies 

’ 1,5 lu > " hirh was oid\ partly fundslmd ; rvrn 

?i,,? -■ l ‘‘ 3: A nt * n a.i‘f inoimlol. ( U\ tin* .‘5d of May I rrrrivrd 
{ oiai.d 11. Torry , temporarily ronnnaudinp; 'I'rnth 
{ ?’ a ■" a nans an oihm-r to tail’ll d i \ ision and hris^a/h*, as far 

* ■ 1 ■ i r > s.'oi atvi .rdim*d> made tin* foilowini; disposition of my 

l" ir ! l.aut. t 'harh:. J«\ ( ho , , I*’irsl I>ivisinn; First Ijietd., 

■ n- laasn, N'C' *nd Ihvi ion; Semmd hieiit. I 3 \ J. Amsden, 

i I M'- i-imji ; See. »nd Ideiit. N. Ih lo»hi»rts. First- I»rii;ad«\ First 
son; .md iaitit, (’harles Widhi, 'Third Brigade, First. 

•S»a , Set’.. lid la* Jit, W. W. ( ’leuieiis. First 1 »r ii;*a< le. Second 
son; S.*, -niit! lam*. F. F. Morrill, First lh’ie'a<le. Third Pivis- 

S» ■* oiid Faajf. ( ) .car 11. Ireland and myself to accompany 
h » • . t » 1 1 p i a, ! *«•!":. | at O a -ic;iied Serrvts. S. M. Iiecd and d. 1). 

• a , v, ;? h a.sna! **«jn i pmeiii.. for t tin pora ry dni y to the Second 
el*-, Hr t Mn.nioji, and Secoml Brigade, Second Pi vision, rc< 
- ■ » 1 T- !ii!iiiina*;iiinii hef won headt j uarters 'Tenth Army 

■ ar-d Nmhfown wa-i d \ e, »nt i n m*d on the evenin:^ of May I, 



On the 20tli also abont 3,000 of the enemy’s cavalry, nuclei* Fitz- 
hugh Lee, attacked Wild’s brigade at Wilson’s Wharf, and during 
the fight, which lasted from 2 till 6 p. m., the signal officer at that 
post directed the fire of the gun-boats upon the enemy and kept up 
constant communication with Fort Powhatan, 7 miles distant, and 
where was located the nearest force that could afford assistance, if 
necessary. For these services then rendered the signal officer and 
his party received the thanks of the general commanding the post. 
On the 25th a code for rocket alarm signals was devised by Major- 
General Smith and his signal officer, and rockets furnished, by this 
department to be used along our picket-line incase the enemy should 
make any demonstration at night. The same code and system was 
adopted by General Gillmore on the 26th for the right of the line, 
and his pickets were also furnished with rockets. On the 27tli, by 
consent of the chief of staff, 3 signal officers were relieved from the 
Tenth Army Corps and assigned to duty with the mobile column of 
Major-General Smith, who had at that time but 1 signal officer in 
his new command of 20,000 men, and who requested that he be fur- 
nished with 3 more. On the 30th I accompanied the general com- 
manding to a point on the Appomattox, opposite Port Walthall , and 
enabled him by means of signals to direct the fire of Spring Hill 
Fort upon the railroad at Walthall Junction. On the 31st about 
700 of the enemy attacked Duncan’s brigade, posted at Spring Hill, 
on the south hank of the Appomattox, and the signal communica- 
tion previously established between the two sides of the river was 
maintained and called into constant requisition throughout the 
light. During this short engagement the commanding general occu- 
pied a position at Point of "Rocks, and a station was there opened 
communicating across the river with the officer commanding at 
Spring Hill and with the commander of the gun-boats in the stream. 
The attack was repulsed in a few hours and the enemy retired. 

In the District of North Carolina the same signal stations were 
operated during the month of May that were found there when I 
assumed command, and nothing beyond the usual routine of signal 
duty transpired until the 26th, when the station built across the rail- 
road track at Batch elder’s Creek was destroyed by the accidental ex- 
plosion of some torpedoes, which it is supposed were being carelessly 
handled from the cars beneath the signal station. By that accident 
2 flagmen were killed and 1 wounded. 

During the month of June the following changes were made in 
the signal stations already established, and" the following new ones 
opened and operated : The station at Bermuda Hundred, which for 
over a month afforded the only rapid means of communication had 
between that place and City Point, was discontinued on the 13th be- 
cause of a telegraph line having been extended between the two 
points mentioned. Considerable official business between the quar- 
termaster’s department and General Hinks’ command, and between 
the commanding general and General Hinks, was, during the exist- 
ence of the Bermuda station, transacted over its signal line. The 
stations previously established at Battery No. 1 and the Curtis 
house were removed on June 11, the former to General Terry’s new 
headquarters, which he had changed from Curtis’ house to a camp 
in the woods, 1 mile to the rear of Battery 6, and the latter to a 
tower, 50 feet high, at the water battery, which was built for pur- 
poses of observation and to facilitate communication with the gun- 
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transports. Signal communication was opened between < 
ion, and brigade headquarters while moving* up the J 
and kept up until our arrival at Bermuda Hundred. D 
and moved out to the front May G. 

Established a station of observation at the Curtis h 
a. iri. of the 7th, keeping watch on Drewry's Bluff, Ball’ 
teries, and three of the enemy's signal stations on the m 
tlie J anies River. The latter were discontinued the next 
of Richmond was also visible, and steamers could be tra 
course up and down the James River. On the 9th our a 
out to destroy the Petersburg and Richmond Railroad, 
ing the turnpike signal communication was establish 
General Terry’s headquarters at Chester Station and Gre: 
headquarters near Port Walthall Junction, as shown by 
ing* mapf also having two stations of observation com 
direct with General Gillmore’s headquarters. On retu 
Swift Creek on the 10th signal communication betwe 
Turner, commanding rear guard, and his rear skirmish 1 
up. In the a. m. of the 11th signal communication a 
was established from General Ames" headquarters, near 
3, to General Terry's headquarters at the Curtis hous 
Admiral Lee's flag-ship in the James River. 

The injury I received in being thrown from my horse 
ing of May 8, aggravated by the subsequent fatigue an 
induced a fever, which on the 11th of May placed me nn 
geon's care, remaining in my quarters until May 20. T] 
this fall I am not free from yet. 

On the 12tli this force moved toward Fort Darling, my 
assigned as before. Lieutenant Cross taking charge. V J 
worked May 15 and 1G, as shown by the accompanying 
nearly all under fire at different times. The force retu 
place in the evening of the IGth, and the stations at th< 
reopened. During the assaults on our works May 20 sig 
nication was opened from Batteries Nos. 1, 3, and G wit 
via Curtis 5 house, and with each other, to enable the fire tc 
w Inch communication has since been uninterrupted. M* 
inspection on the 25th and found the stations, eqnipmi 
fair condition, except the glasses in possession of most 
cers, which were poor. These have now been exchang 
ones. 

On the 2Gth Captain Norton having furnished me 
rockets, they were sent to our picket-line to be used ii 
attack. On the 27th 3 officers and 9 men of this pa* 
Special Orders, No. 21, headquarters Department of A 
North Carolina, transferred to the Eighteenth Army Go- 
to the sickness of Lieutenants Clemens and Roberts it b 
sary to discontinue the station at Battery No. G, but it ^ 
on the 31st. 

The ^ stations now being worked by my party are as 
Curtis" house, communicating with Admiral Lee’s flag 
James River and with Batteries Nos. 1 and 3, also used 
of observation; at Battery No. 1, to enable the signal o 
tery No. 3 to direct No. 1's tire ; at Battery No. 3, eommiu: 
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bank of ( he Appomattox Itiver, via. l>a i i « *i*y No. thence to Spring 
Ilill. The accompanying map* sht»ws the stations worked 1 >y this 
party, also those with which wo are in commimicat ion. 

I ta.ko pleasure in st; tt i n jlv that 1 have been ahly sooou<h‘<l in all 
my efforts since leaving tin* I )epartment of the Smith, each and 
every ollicer and man having d<mo his whole duty uoldy, noarly 
ovary station being worked undor tiro frequently, gaining nundi 
praise from the eommamling ollicer. Having suffered from ill hoalth 
almost oontinualiy since leaving I ho Department of t ho South, 1 ap- 
plied for a.ml received leave of absence to go Nort h for thirty days, 
leaving this department June 11). 

1 have tint honor to be, sir, vorv respect full v, vours, 

(k* «; DANA, 

( f u })fa in , Piiputl (Wp.v, l \ S. Annif. 

Capt. L. P>. Norton, 

Chief Hitputl Officer , Dept. of Id. ttml A. ( \ 


N<>. r>. 

He purl of Lieut. Pj/lreuier />. Pa rl rithjc, Hitputl ('orps, C. H. .1/7////, 

of operuf ions May ‘A 

ILdqus. Third Division, isth Army Dorrs, 

( Alt/ Point. Id., Mu p lo, l silt, 

Partain: 1 have the honor to make the following report of oper- 
ations during yesterday, May i> : 

1 accompanied (ieneral ] links on a reoonnaissanee toward Peters- 
burg, V r a. , taking* with me 1 Harman, i endeavored from several 
points to discover the position of (ieneral W. P. Smith and to com- 
municate with him, but. he was not. at, any time in sight. (ieneral 
(Jralnun movt'd up the Appomat tox River wit h his ‘'mm boats. 
When he came within range of the rebel battery culled Port (Mifton 
if open(»d on his boats, (ieneral 11 inks brought his force into posi- 
tion in sight of "the battery. The gun-boats replied with apparently 
some effect, but as the enemy occupied a very elevated position, he 
had a decided n-d vantage. 

The following messages passed between (ieneral Uiuksand (em- 
end (.{valium by signal, there being a signal sergeant wit h the latter 
otlirer ; 

I.au v. m. 

(,7*iieral II INKS: 

I hive you hoard anything from Smith V 

<1 UAH AM. 

( trnvnit. 

( Ieneral U RAH AM : 

No. 

HINKtt, 

< teiimit. 

ISA e. m. 


DM* »n.l' at iiii?lit with the station at City Point, and returned to old 
anchorage at 11.30 a. in. June 16. The admiral changed lm flag ? sl up 
to gun-lioat- Malvern 18th June. Changed station on the 19tli to m m- 
ela«l and directed firing against rebel rams; and again, June ^1,1 
t„ok station on the iron-clad Onondaga, directed and reported shots 
hx signals sent by Lieutenant Brnyn from shore from 10.30 a in. 
until 5 p. m., the enemy having retired, when I changed to the Mal- 
vern again. 

June 20, 1 was ordered to iron-clad Canomcus to remain until tho 
flag-ship returned, and returned at dark; and again on the 28th in- 
stant I was ordered to Canonicus. 

During the month I have sent over 100 official messages, and was 
constantly on duty either at signaling Or practicing with 3 naval, 
officers in order to assist me in case of any emergency. Said officers 
were first taught by Captain Howard while in the west. At tho 
same time I was suffering with an illness which I had had for thirty 
days previous, reading and sending messages under a cross-fire from 
the battery above us and the rams in our rear, and received tho 
thanks of all naval officers with [sic] for the prompt and great as- 
sistance which was rendered during the month by our system of sig- 
nals. I would also like to report Private Sweet as a man entitled to a. 
first class, he having proved himself as superior in watching and re- 
porting enemy's movements from the masthead, and attention to 
duties and great care of signal equipments; and also that as tho 
enemy's movements up the river cannot be seen from the vessels lying 
in the river, great importance is attached to the station in charge 
of Lieutenant Bruyn. 

And hoping that my efforts meet with your approval, I am, &c. , 
v ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. BENSON, 

, T ^ _ Lieutenant and Signal Officer . 

t, L. B. Norton, 

Chief Signal Officer , Dept, of Va, and K C. 


No. 8. 

Report of Lieut. Julius M. Swain , Signal Corps, U. S. Army of 
operations May 1-31. ' ' 

1t .. ; . _ Headquarters Wild’s Brigade, 

n- i/son s Landing, James River, Va., May 31, 1804. 

A J -“i Cl0?e h S rwiti * Script of the official messages 

report of my monfhf ^ ^ ^ ^ followilx K 

FonXn^o^th?!^ 1 was in char S e of the station at 

Lnt I reporteflt Sr 6 Ports “° utl1 defenses. On the 4tli in- 
orders. and on that LnW to General a S reeable *° 

FT- 

*- » f J*5*sss* 



